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MISSION    PRESIDENCY   MESSAGE 

"WHAT  IS  TRUTH?"  This  question,  though  oft  repeated,  has  gone 
unanswered  throughout  the  ages.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  reach  an  overall 
and  conclusive  answer,  yet  each  attempt  results  in  but  a  shallow  definition. 
Similarly,  many  have  tried  to  define  honesty,  virtue,  right  and  wrong  by  penning 
generalties  that  fail  to  apply  in  all  situations.  However,  no  matter  how  many 
things  in  life  men  are  unable  to  fully  comprehend,  we  should  always  use  as  our 
weapons  the  facts  we  know  as  the  revealed  word  of  God.  We  must  learn  to 
confine  our  judgments  of  right  and  wrong  to  individual  acts  and  situations, 
rather  than  make  sweeping  statements  that  have  no  firm  foundation. 

For  example,  we  cannot  truthfully  say  that  one  man  is  honest  and  another 
dishonest.  We  can  examine  an  individual  act  performed  by  a  person  or  group 
and  say  that  it  is  dishonest,  or  honest  as  the  case  may  be;  but  we  cannot  say  that 
a  person  or  group  is  dishonest  because  they  have  performed  a  dishonest  act. 
Our  Father  in  Heaven  is  going  to  wait  until  the  end  of  our  days  to  judge,  and  he 
alone  can  make  that  decision.  Why  should  we,  as  weak  mortals,  endeavour  to 
do  a  job  for  which  we  are  entirely  unqualified.  We  have  been  taught  in  the 
scriptures  to  look  for  things  that  are  good  and  adhere  to  them,  and  also  to  con- 
demn wrong  and  endeavour  to  stamp  out  evil,  but  we  must  be  careful  to  con- 
demn the  act  and  not  the  individual. 

Many  thoughtless  people  today  are  prone  to  build  up  a  false  aversion  or 
actual  hatred  for  a  country,  race  or  social  group,  simply  because  they  have  an 
undesirable  association  with  one  or  two  individuals  within  that  particular 
group.  If  one  of  these  thoughtless  individuals  was  to  be  robbed  by  an  Italian,  he 
would  jump  to  the  conclusion  that  all  Italians  are  thieves.  The  same  is  true  for 
social  and  religious  groups,  for  too  often  society  judges  the  entire  group  by  the 
honest  or  dishonest  acts  of  a  few.  This  is  a  dangerous  criterion  to  use,  and  we  as 
Latter-day  Saints  should  take  inventory  of  our  thoughts  and  feelings  for  others 
and  make  the  necessary  adjustments  in  our  actions  towards  others.  Yet,  because 
this  line  of  reasoning  is  so  prevalent  in  the  world,  we  must  live  our  individual 
lives  so  that  they  are  above  reproach.  Then  when  others  look  upon  us  as  the 
"yard  stick"  of  Mormonism,  and  they  will  do  just  that  even  though  we  are  not 
conscious  of  it,  they  will  receive  a  lasting  impression  for  good  which  will  apply 
to  the  group  as  a  whole. 

Truth  is  truth  wherever  it  is  found,  but  too  often  the  mustard  seed  of  truth 
which  is  coupled  with  a  mountain-sized  portion  of  error,  is  over-emphasized  to 
the  extent  that  it  darkens  the  eyes  of  men's  understanding.  We  must  be  ready 
to  praise  the  good  in  all  philosophies  and  creeds,  remembering  the  admonition  of 
Paul  to,  "Prove  all  things;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good."  (1  Thess.  2:  51.)  When 
holding  fast  to  things  that  are  good  we  must  do  so  because  of  our  desire  to  do 
what  is  right.  "The  man  who  is  honest  merely  because  it  is  the  best  policy  is 
not  really  honest;  he  is  only  politic.  Usually  such  a  man  would  forsake  his  seem- 
ing loyalty  to  truth  and  would  work  overtime  for  the  devil — if  he  could  get 
better  terms.  The  parent  who  preaches  honour  to  his  child  and  then  gives  false 
statistics  about  the  child's  age  to  the  tram  conductor  to  save  a  penny,  is  not 
true." 

William  George  Jordan,  the  author  of  the  above  statement,  in  his  book  "The 
Power  of  Truth,"  further  states:  "Parents  make  a  great  mistake  when  they  look 
upon  a  lie  as  a  disease  in  morals;  it  is  not  always  a  disease  in  itself;  it  is  but  a 
symptom.  Behind  every  untruth  is  some  reason,  some  cause,  and  it  is  this  cause 
that  should  be  removed.  The  lie  may  be  the  result  of  fear,  the  attempt  to  cover 
a  fault  and  to  escape  punishment.  It  may  be  merely  the  evidence  of  an  over- 
active imagination;  it  may  reveal  maliciousness  of  obstinancy;  it  may  be  the 
hunger  for  praise  that  leads  the  child  to  win  attention  and  to  startle  others  by 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


"NEW  WITNESS  FOR  CHRIST 
IN  AMERICA,  VOL.  II:  Attempts 
to  Prove  the  Book  of  Mormon 
Man  Made."  —  That  is  the  title 
of  a  new  book  compiled  and 
published  by  the  late  President 
George  Albert  Smith.  This  book 
is  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  pro 
and  anti  literature  as  published 
during  the  past  century  and  a 
quarter  concerning  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  The  exhaustive  study 
is  the  work  of  Dr.  Francis  W. 
Kirkham,  well-known  Church 
author  and  scholar  on  the  his- 
toricity of  the  coming  forth  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon.  President 
Smith  invited  Dr.  Kirkham  to 
extend  his  research  in  this  field 
and  to  assemble  under  one  cover- 
the  many  attempts  that  various 
authors  have  made  in  the  past 
121  years  to  prove  that  the  Book 
of  Mormon  was  man  made.  This 
book  is  then  a  final  answer  to 
those  who  still  harbour  the 
notion  that  the  Latter-day  Saints 
are  not  acquainted  with  their 
own  history,  both  pro  and  anti. 

The  Church  has  always  made 
it  a  policy  to  collect  all  of  the 
literature  published  against  it, 
and  the  best  place  to  obtain  in- 
formation for  and  against  the 
Church  is  in  the  library  of  the 
Church  Historian.  Elder  John 
A.  Widtsoe  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  .who  wrote  the  preface 
to  this  new  volume,  says:  "After 
reading  this  splendid  volume, 
one  finds  it  difficult  to  question 
the  truth  of  the  claims  of  Joseph 
Smith.  Joseph  Smith  lived  as  a 
Prophet,  spoke  as  one,  was  one." 

SERVICEMEN  ORGANIZED 
IN  PHILIPPINES.  —  Travelling 
under  appointment  of  the  First 
Presidency,  President  Vinal  G. 
Mauss  of  the  Japanese  Mission 
organized  a  regular  LDS  Group 
among  the  servicemen  and  their 
families  at  Clark  Air  Force  Base, 
Sangley  Point,  and  other  adja- 
cent installations.  The  Philip- 
pines, Guam  and  Okinawa  were 
all  added  to  the  area  of  the 
Japanese  Mission  recently  by  the 
First  Presidency  so  that  service- 
men and  others  stationed  in 
those  places  might  have  visits 
from  the  mission  representatives. 
There  are  some  75  Church  mem- 
bers in  the  general  area,  and  in- 
cluded in  th^  number  are  fami- 


lies of  several  of  the  servicemen. 
This  is  the  largest  group  to  meet 
in  the  Philippines  since  World 
War  II. 

MORMON  BOYS  and  girls  in 
dozens  of  Sunday  School  and 
Primary  classes  have  each  had 
or  are  now  in  the  process  of 
having  a  project  of  gathering  all 
the  warm  used  children's  cloth- 
ing in  the  neighbourhood  and 
sending  it  off  to  Captain  Jack 
H.  Adams  in  Korea  for  his  one- 
man  Santa  Claus  distribution. 
Captain  Adamson  originally 
started  the  campaign  to  clothe 
a  few  of  the  Korean  tots  that 
he  knew  over  there,  and  the 
campaign  has  grown  so  much 
that  Governor  Lee  of  Utah  de- 
clared a  full  week  to  be  "Clothes 
for  Korea  Week."  Many  of  the 
wards  in  and  around  Salt  Lake 
have  contributed  hundreds  of 
pounds  of  clothing  due  to  the 
efforts  of  the  children  of  the 
ward  calling  on  the  members 
and  collecting  wagon  loads  and 
hauling  them  back  to  the  ward 
house  for  packaging  and  mailing 
to  Korea. 

FRANKFURT,      GERMANY.— 

President  Edwin  Q.  Cannon  and 
his  associates  in  the  West 
German  Mission  of  the  Church 
are  making  plans  to  hold  an  all- 
mission  servicemen's  conference 
in  January. 

More  than  500  brethren  serv- 
ing with  the  armed  forces  in 
Germany  are  expected  to  attend. 
Arrangements  for  the  feeding 
and  taking  care  of  the  service- 
men are  being  carried  on  with 
the  full  co-operation  of  the 
military  officials.  The  confer- 
ence, to  be  held  for  three  days, 
will  take  place  some  time  in 
January.  Included  in  the  pro- 
gramme will  be  instruction  from 
the  mission  presidency,  to  whom 
the  responsibility  for  the  welfare 
of  servicemen  in  that  area  is 
delegated.  There  will  also  be 
testimony  bearing,  study  classes 
and  appropriate  entertainment. 
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Sandwiches  Around  the  Clock 

By  Sister  M.  G.  Daubney,  Bloemfontein  Branch 


Here  are  some  ideas  for  delicious 
sandwiches  for  any  and  every  occa- 
sion. But  remember,  no  sandwich  is 
any  better  than  the  bread  used  as  a 
foundation.  Vary  the  bread  when 
you  can,  it  makes  a  pleasant  change. 
Toasted  and  fried  bread  bring 
variety  to  your  sandwiches. 

1.  Breakfast.  —  Freshly  cooked  and 
served  piping  hot  with  a  garnish  oi 
French  Fried  Sandwiches  make  a  superb 
breakfast.  The  sandwiches  are  prepared 
ahead  from  day-old  bread.  Be  sure  to 
use  a  firm  filling,  and  butter  them 
sparingly.  Brush  sandwiches  all  over 
with  egg  yolk  beaten  up  with  a  little 
milk,  and  fry  on  both  sides  until  brown 
in  a  little  butter  or  good  shortening. 

2.  Lunch.  —  For  lunch  try  making 
double-decker  sandwiches.  You  will 
need  three  slices  of  bread  and  two  layers 
of  filling  for  each  sandwich.  Butter  two 
slices  on  one  side  only  for  the  top  and 


bottom,  and  butter  the  third  slice  on 
both  sides  for  the  middle.  Savoury 
fillings  are  usual  and  the  same  filling 
or  flavour  may  be  used  for  both  layers 
or  two  flavours  may  be  used.  Mayon- 
naise and  salad  snippets  are  a  must 
for  garnishing. 

3.  Supper.  —  Open-faced  sandwiches 
are  very  good  to  eat.  Try  topping 
yours  with  creamed  prawns,  sardines 
and  cucumber,  or  chopped  apricots  and 
walnuts  with  cream  cheese  around  the 
edge.  Devilled  eggs  and  gherkin  make 
the  filling  for  savoury  lilies,  which  are 
made  from  very  thin  slices  of  bread 
rolled  cornu  copia  fashion.  Yellow  corn 
will  also  make  delicious  savoury  lilies. 
Don't  forget  to  add  the  stamen  cut 
from  the  gherkin.  The  art  in  serving 
sandwiches  is  to  make  them  look  as 
attractive  as  possible.  This  may  be 
achieved  by  the  use  of  clever  garnish- 
ings  and  dainty  arrangements. 


south  flf  RON 

I' 


The  following  recipe  was  submitted  by 
Mavis  Louw. 

POTATO  PATTIES 

li  cups  grated  potatoes; 
H  teaspoons  baking  powder; 
J  cup  flour; 
1  egg; 

Salt  and  pepper. 
Mix  all  the  ingredients  and  fry  in  fat  until  golden  brown. 
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Yepeniance 


by  ELDER 


DIMAR  G.   HOGAN 


Have  you  stopped  to  realise  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  world?  We  have  a 
full  scale  war  raging  in  Korea;  many 
minor  battles  are  taking  place  between 
freedom  loving  nations  and  those  who  are 
using  other  smaller  countries  as  puppets 
in  their  scheme  to  conquer  the  world; 
thousands  of  people  are  dying  of  starva- 
tion; fear  has  grasped  the  hearts  of  thou- 
sands, who  wonder  what  will  be  happen- 
ing next  .  .  .  under  all  of  this  the  whole 
foundation  of  our  civilization  is  shaking. 

Why  are  all  these  things  happening  to 
us  and  our  generation?  Why  all  the  con- 
fusion? The  answer  to  these  questions  is 
very  simple.  It  is  the  same  thing  happen- 
ing again  that  has  happened  to  all  the 
great  civilizations  of  the  past.  What  is 
it  you  ask?  It  is  Unrightousness.  What 
caused  the  Ante-Deluvians  to  be  destroy- 
ed by  the  flood?  What  caused  the  fall  of 
the  great  Roman  Empire,  and  the  Babyl- 
lonian  Empire?  Unrighteousness.  And  so 
on  throughout  all  history,  a  nation  or 
people  after  rising  to  world-dominion 
would  become  unrighteous  and  fall,  never 
to  rise  again.  And  what  do  we  see  around 
us  to-day?  We  see  a  state  of  unrighteous- 
ness that  would  compare  with  the  wicked 
ante-deluvians.  What  are  we  going  to  do 
about  it?  What  is  the  cure  going  to  be? 
To  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ   of   Latter-day    Saints   this   answer 


should  be  very  simple.  The  answer  to  the 
problems  of  the  world  to-day  is  the  same 
thing  that  all  of  the  Prophets  have  de- 
clared since  the  world  began,  and  that  is 
the  principle  of  Repentance. 

At  the  120th  Annual  Conference  of  the 
Church  held  on  April  6th  1950,  the  Saints 
were  assembled  to  hear  the  living  oracles 
of  God  here  upon  the  earth  give  instruc- 
tions and  advice  to  them.  In  these  won- 
derful conference  sessions  the  theme  for 
all  of  the  meetings  is  set  through  inspira- 
tion from  the  Lord  to  his  mouthpieces  the 
General  Authorities  The  subject  that  was 
to  be  dealt  with  by  these  men  was  none 
other  than  that  of  Repentance.  In  this 
conference  Elder  Marion  G.  Romney,  who 
has  since  been  made  an  Apostle,  had  this 
to  say:  "The  world  in  which  we  live  to- 
day is  sick  nigh  unto  death.  The  disease 
of  which  it  suffers  is  not  a  new  one.  It 
is  as  old  history.  Its'  name  is  unright- 
eousness. The  cure  for  it  is  repentance. 
And  to  those  who  contend  that  the  way  of 
repentance  is  too  slow,  I  can  but  reply 
there  is  no  other  way.  Our  prophet  has 
so  declared  in  this  conference.  If  we  do 
come  to  ourselves  soon  and  repent,  indi- 
vidually and  as  a  nation  of  our  light  regard 
for  human  life:  our  unchastity;  our  lying 
and  deception;  our  pride  and  boastfull- 
ness;  our  convetousness,  envy,  greed,  and 
thirst  for  power;  our  drunkeness;  our  lack 
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of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  in 
short,  of  all  our  unrighteousness,  we  shall 
find  it  is  too  late  for  other  proposed  reme- 
dies to  the  world's  present  predicament 
will  prove  futile.  There  are  no  arma- 
ments, no  governmental  schemes,  no 
international  organizations,  and  no  mech- 
anisms for  the  control  of  weapons  which 
can  preserve  an  unrighteous  peole." 

Alma  of  old  was  convinced  that  repen- 
tance is  much  more  effective  than  warfare 
in  maintaining  peace.  He  was  governor 
over  all  the  peole  of  Nephi  and  comman- 
der in  chief  of  all  their  armies  yet  he  gave 
up  all  of  this  that  he  might  go  forth  and 
cry  repentance  unto  the  people.  This  is 
his  wish  as  he  stated  it  centuries  ago  and 
it  should  be  the  wish  of  each  and  every 
one  of  us  to-day  —  "O  that  I  were  an 
angel,  and  could  have  the  wish  of  mine 
heart,  that  I  might  go  forth  and  speak 
with  the  trump  of  God,  with  a  voice  to 
shake  the  earth,  and  cry  repentance  unto 
every  people!  Yea,  I  would  declare  unto 
every  soul,  as  with  the  voice  of  thunder, 
repentance  and  the  plan  of  redemption 
that  they  should  repent  and  come  into  our 
God,  that  there  might  not  be  more  sorrow 
upon  all  the  face  of  the  earth." 

Although  the  subject  of  repentance  has 
been  spoken  of  and  written  about  so  much 
it  seems  as  though  there  are  a  lot  of  mis- 
conceptions about  it.  Some  people  feel 
that  if  they  are  just  sorry  that  they  have 
done  something,  that  they  have  truly 
repented  and  then  the  next  time  it  hap- 
pens they  are  just  as  sorry  as  the  first  time, 
but  nothing  is  done  to  make  sure  that  it 
won't  happen  again.  Sorrow  alone  is  no 
measure  of  repentance. 

Paul  wrote  an  epistle  to  the  Corinthian 
Saints  reproving  them  for  their  many  sins. 
This  letter  made  them  very  sorrowful  and 
Paul  wrote  this  statement  back  to  them : 
"Though  I  made  you  sorry  with  a  letter 
I  do  not  repent  ...  I  rejoice,  not  that  ye 
were  made  sorry,  but  that  ye  sorrowed  to 
repentance :  for  ye  were  made  sorry  after 
a  godly   manner,   that   ye   might   receive 


damage  by  us  in  nothing,  for  godly 
sorrow  worketh  repentance  unto  salvation 
not  to  be  repented  of;  but  the  sorrow  of 
the  world  worketh  death."  Godly  sorrow 
is  GOOD  WORKS  .  .  forsaking  evil,  which 
produces  a  reformation  of  life. 

Here  is  a  good  definition  of  Repen- 
tance: "Repentance  is  a  complete  change 
of  mind,  which  brings  about  an  equally 
complete  change  of  practice  as  far  as 
wrong  doing  is  concerned.  He  who  truly 
repents  is  sorry  because  of  his  sins,  and 
ceases  sinning.  If  he  has  wronged  any- 
one he  rights  the  wrong  done,  as  far  as 
lies  in  his  power  to  do  so.  He  confesses 
may  have  injured,  and  makes  whatever 
his  sins  to  God  and  to  those  whom  he 
restitution  he  can.  That  is  true  repen- 
tance." 

Let's  compare  repentance  with  taking  a 
trip  in  a  car.  At  various  points  along  the 
highway  it  is  intersected  by  other  roads. 
We  make  a  wrong  turn  which  leads  us 
directly  to  the  opposite  way  that  we 
should  be  travelling.  We  will  never  get 
to  the  place  where  we  originally  intended 
going  unless  we  make  an  abrupt  turn 
about  face.  Even  when  we  have  made 
this  move,  retracing  our  steps  until  we 
find  where  we  made  the  mistake  and  then 
continuing  again  on  the  right  road  we 
find  that  we  have  lost  too  much  time  to 
make  up  to  where  we  might  have  been 
had  we  not  strayed  from  the  right  road. 
But  one  thing  was  sure,  we  had  to  stop 
and  turn  back  or  we  would  have  been  too 
far  removed  from  the  right  path  to  ever 
return  again.  Repentance  is  like  this 
turning  back  process,  only  actually  we  are 
not  turning  back,  in  fact  we  are  going 
forward  when  we  repent  of  something  we 
shouldn't  be  doing.  Our  road  from  then 
on  will  be  straight  and  will  lead  us  to  the 
desired  goal,  that  of  exaltation  in  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  Let  us 
all  strive  to  "Enter  in  at  the  straight 
gate."  and  if  at  any  time  we  stray  from 
the  path  within  that  gate  let  us  apply 
this  glorious  principle  the  Lord  has  given 
us,  REPENTANCE. 
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Elders  James  R.  Moss,  Richard  P. 
Heilbut,  Gail  S.  Young,  and  John  A. 
Wursten  were  honourably  released  from 
their  missionary  labours  on  the  18th  of 
January  and  sailed  for  home  aboard 
the  "Athlone  Castle."  Elder  Moss  has 
laboured  in  Springs,  Germiston,  Steur- 
hof  and  Camps  Bay.  Elder  Heilbut 
laboured  in  East  London,  Durban,  where 
he  served  as  District  President  of  the 
Natal  District;  Vanderbijl  Park;  Park- 
hurst,  and  during  the  past  few  months 
he  has  been  the  Branch  President  of 
the  Pretoria  Branch  in   the  Transvaal 


District.  Elder  Young  has  served  in  Port 
Elizabeth,  Kalk  Bay,  Florida,  Parkhurst, 
and  in  Bloemfontein.  Elder  Wursten 
laboured  in  Orange  Grove,  Pretoria, 
Durban,  Kroonstad,  where  he  opened 
up  a  new  area,  and  in  Kensington. 

All  of  these  Elders  have  served  excep- 
tionally fine  missions  and  they  leave 
many  friends  here  in  Africa.  May  the 
Lord  bless  them  and  help  them  in  the 
coming  months  as  they  return  to  their 
loved  ones  at  home. 
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''Surely  the  Lord  God  ivill  do  nothing. 
but  He  revealeth  His  secret  to  His  ser- 
vants the  Prophets."— AMOS  3:7. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  built  upon  the  foundation 
of  revelation  from  God.  As  Jesus  Christ 
declared  to  Peter:  "Upon  this  rock 
(revelation)  I  will  build  my  church,  and 
the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it."  So  our  ninth  Article  of 
Faith  says:  "We  believe  all  that  God 
has  revealed,  all  that  He  does  now 
reveal,  and  we  believe  that  He  will  yet 
reveal  many  great  and  important  things 
pertaining  to  the  Kingdom  of  God." 

When  the  first  man  and  woman  were 
placed  upon  this  earth  in  the  Garden 
of  Eden,  God  communicated  with  them 
directly  and  frequently;  and  only  after 
the  partaking  of  the  forbidden  fruit, 
when  man  became  mortal,  did  God  with- 
draw somewhat  from  them.  However, 
he  still  revealed  great  and  important 
things  to  them.  We  are  told  that  they 
often  called  upon  the  name  of  the 
Lord;  and  in  reply  heard  His  voice 
"  from  the  way  toward  Eden."  Man  had 
no  precedent  to  follow  in  the  gaining  of 
his  livelihood  and  God  set  for  him  a 
moral  code  of  commandments  and  in- 
structed them  in  the  gaining  of  their 
living  from  the  earth.  God  does  not 
forsake  man,  but  man  often  forsakes 
his  God,  consequently  we  see  a  diminish- 
ing of  revelation  from  God  in  the  gene- 
rations following  Adam,  due  to  the  in- 
creasing sinfulness  of  the  people  and 
the  turning  away  of  men  from  the  ways 
of  God.  The  withdrawal  of  revelation 
continued  until  there  arose  one  right- 
eous enough  to  call  upon  God  in  great 
faith.  This,  faith  did  not  go  unre- 
warded, for  we  read  of  the  man  Enoch, 
that  "As  he  journeyed  in  the  land  — 
the  spirit  of  God  descended  out  of 
heaven  and  abode  with  him."  He  was 
commanded  to  prophesy,  to  preach,  and 
to  exhort  the  people  to  repent.  There 
was  revealed  to  him  a  vision  of  all 
things  that  were  to  come  to  pass,  even 
to  the  last  days,  and  in  this  vision  he 
beheld  that  there  would  be  other 
prophets,  raised  up  on  the  earth  in 
their  due  time  who  would  be  favoured 
and  chosen  of  God  for  their  great  faith, 
even  in  these  the  latter  days.  Never 
has  the  Lord  said  there  is  an  end  to 
revelation,  but  he  has  said  that  if  man 


DENY    NO 
of   f 


by 


is  strong  enough  in  faith  he  will  surely 
receive  revelation.  The  scriptures  are 
sufficient  corroboration  of  this.  There 
were  long  periods  of  apostasy  when  God 
did  not  communicate  with  mankind,  but 
the  people  of  the  world  were  filled  with 
sin  and  iniquity,  caring  more  for  the 
ways  of  Satan  than  of  God.  Man  had 
forsaken  his  God  and  no  longer  called 
upon  His  name  for  guidance,  relying 
upon  his  own  weak  judgment  to  direct 
him.  But  did  not  the  Lord  say :  "  Hear 
my  words,  If  there  be  a  prophet  among 
you,  I  the  Lord  will  make  myself  known 
to  him  in  a  vision  and  will  speak  to  him 
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in  a  dream."  Revelation  came  to  Noah 
in  his  day,  and  he  was  a  prophet  unto 
the  people.  Abraham  was  guided  to  a 
chosen  land  by  the  hand  of  God,  and 
was  a  seer  and  revelator  to  the  people 
in  his  time.  Moses  led  the  children  of 
Israel  with  the  guidance  of  continued 
revelation  from  God.  Lehi  cast  himself 
and  his  family  upon  the  waters  in  great 
faith,  having  been  directed  of  God,  and 
was  consequently  brought  safely  to  the 
promised  land. 

Surely,  the  promises  of  God  given  in 
olden  days  have  been  fulfilled  many 
times,  that  He  will  do' nothing,  but  He 


revealeth  His  secrets  to  His  servants  the 
prophets.  From  Adam  down  to  Jesus, 
whenever  the  faithful  called  upon  Him 
He  has  revealed  His  will  to  mankind. 
Jesus  Christ  himself  acknowledges  that 
God  has  given  revelation,  and  He  gave 
thanks  for  the  fact.  The  Apostles, 
after  Christ  had  left  them,  still  looked 
to  Him  to  give  them  guidance  from 
above,  because  He  had  instructed  them 
to  do  so. 

Just  as  Christ  declared  to  Peter  that 
the  Church  should  be  built  upon  revela- 
tion, so  is  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
to-day  built  upon  the  revelation  given 
of  God  to  the  man  Joseph  Smith,  in 
fulfilment  of  the  prophesy  that  another 
angel  should  fly  in  the  midst  of  heaven 
to  restore  the  fullness  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  earth,  which  was  withdrawn  because 
man  was  in  such  an  iniquitous  state 
that  he  could  not  abide  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Gospel.  Joseph  Smith  rose 
up  in  those  iniquitous  times,  and  cried 
unto  God  for  guidance  in  his  bewilder- 
ment. As  in  the  days  of  old,  when  a 
righteous  individual  arose  in  faith  and 
cried  to  God,  he  was  rewarded  with  an 
answer  revealed  from  on  High.  He  was 
granted  the  greatest  privilege  of  all, 
the  vision  of  beholding  God  the  Father 
and  his  son  Jesus*  Christ  standing  be- 
fore him  in  all  their  glory.  He  was 
chosen  as  the  especial  vessel  for  the 
restoration  of  the  gospel,  and  from  that 
time  forth  was  the  recipient  of  com- 
munications from  God  for  the  organisa- 
tion and  guidance  of  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

It  was  said  by  Nephi  of  old:  "For 
behold,  thus  saith  the  Lord  God,  I  will 
give  unto  the  children  of  men  line  upon 
line,  precept  upon  precept,  here  a  little 
and  there  a  little;  and  blessed  are  those 
that  hearken  unto  my  precepts  and 
lend  an  ear  unto  my  counsel,  for  they 
shall  learn  wisdom."  It  has  been  thus 
since  the  restoration  of  the  gospel  upon 
the  earth;  as  men  grew  in  the  light  of 
the  gospel  more  and  more  wisdom  and 
knowledge  was  added  to  them  until  the 
gospel  in  it's  fullness  was  restored  to 
man.  In  the  history  of  the  prophet 
Joseph  Smith  we  can  see  him  grow  in 
the  light  of  divine  revelation;  he  was 
but  a  mortal  man  and  made  mistakes 
—  he  was  the  first  one  to  admit  this  — 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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TRANSFERS   IN  JANUARY 

Elder  Robert  S.  Thompson  was  transfer- 
red from  the  mission  office  to  Durban 
to  labour  with  Elder  Monroe  G  Mc- 
Kay. 

Elder  Ronald  T.  Pace  was  transferred 
from  Southern  Suburbs  in  the  Trans- 
vaal District  to  Ramah  within  the 
same  District  to  labour  with  Elder 
Vern  Albright. 

Elder  Clifford  D.  Bush  was  transferred 
from  Florida  in  the  Transvaal  District 
to  N'Dola,  Northern  Rhodesia  to 
labour  with  Elder  41.  Glen  Sherwood. 

Elder  R.  Glen  Sherwood  was  transferred 
from  Florida  in  the  Transvaal  District 
to  N'Dola  Northern  Rhodesia  to  lab- 
our with  Elder  Clifford  D.  Bush. 


blessed  in  Umtali,  Southern  Rhodesia 
on  the  7th  of  December  1951,  by  Elder 
Quinton  T.  Palmer. 
Sheilah  Elaine  Manders,  the  daughter  of 
Ronald  and  Claire  Manders  of  Umtali, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  was  blessed  by 
Elder  Quinton  T.  Palmer  on  the  2nd 
of  December,  1951,  Umtali. 

Patricia  Carol  Manders,  the  daughter  of 
Ronald  and  Claire  Manders  of  Umtali, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  was  blessed  by 
Elder  Leon  B.  Casper  on  the  2nd  of 
December,   1951,   in  Umtali. 

Leonard  Neville  Kotze,  the  son  of  Hen- 
drick  and  Hazel  Kotze  was  blessed  by 
Elder  Leo.  D.  Miller  on  the  16th  of 
December,   1951,   at   Mowbray. 


BAPTISMS 

Mathilda  Johanna  Davey,  was  baptized  in 
the  city  of  Umtali,  Southern  Rhodesia 
on  the  2nd  of  December,  1951,  by 
Elder  B.  Casper  and  was  confirmed  on 
the  same  day  by  Elder  Quinton  T. 
Palmer. 

Hermina  Johanna  van  der  Merwe,  was 
baptized  and  confirmed  at  Ramah  on 
the  30th  of  December,  1951,  by  Elder 
Phillip  R.  Heilbut. 

Norma  Dorothy  Marie  Sawyer,  was  bap- 
tized by  Elder  Gordon  P.  Owen  Jr.  on 
the  30th  of  December,  1951,  in 
Johannesburg. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  Garth  V.  Hall  was  appointed 
Branch  President  of  the  Ramah 
Branch  on  the  6th  of  January,  1952,  in 
the  Transvaal  District. 

Elder  Leon  B.  Casper  was  appointed 
Branch  President  of  the  Krugersdorp 
Branch  in  the  Transvaal  District  on 
the  13th  of  January,  1952. 

Elder  Clifford  A.  Coon  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  Pinelands  Sun- 
day School  on  January  27,  1952. 


BLESSINGS 
June     Audrie     Davey,     the     daughter     of 
Vernon     and     Mathilda     Davev.     was 


ORDINATION 

Edward  Sinclair  Tewson,  was  ordained  an 
Elder  on  the  6th  January,  1952,  by 
Elder  George  L.  Albright  in  the 
Ramah  Branch. 


MARRIAGE 

George  Ganter,  of  the  Ramah  Branch,  was 
married  to  Catherine  Margaret  Mc- 
intosh on  the  4th  January,  1952  in 
Johannesburg,  Transvaal. 

BIRTH 

Alan  James  Rudolph,,  son,  was  born  to 
James  Irvin  and  Dorothy  Ninow 
Rudolph  on  the  27th  of  December, 
1951  in  Johannesburg,  Transvaal. 
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(Continued  from  page  25) 
but  he  lived  by  his  great  faith,  and  none 
could  deny  his  divine  calling  which 
made  him  what  he  was,  a  prophet  of 
the  Lord.  What  he  achieved  in  his  life- 
time could  not  have  been  done  with- 
out the  guidance  of  revelation  from  on 
high.  No  more  than  Noah  in  his  day 
could  have  built  an  ark;  nor  Enoch,  nor 
Abraham,  nor  Moses,  nor  Lehi  have 
risen  to  lead  the  people  in  their  days, 
without  the  guiding  hand  of  the  Lord. 

The  Doctrine  and  Covenants  records 
for  us  the  history  of  modern  revela- 
tion, and  in  it  we  can  see  the  adding 
of  line  upon  line,  precept  upon  precept; 
the  coming  forth  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon;  the  revealing  of  the  ordinances 
of  baptism;  of  laying  on  of  hands  for 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  the  restor- 
ing of  the  Priesthoods;  the  restoring  of 
the  principle  of  tithing;  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Church  itself,  and  of  it's 
societies  and  activities. 

After  the  martyrdom  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith,  we  see  the  continuance 


of  revelation  in  the  life  of  the  great 
leader,  Brigham  Young.  With  the  guid- 
ing hand  of  God  this  man  took  the 
Saints  across  thousands  of  miles  of  un- 
charted country,  dangerous  in  the  ex- 
treme, to  a  lake  in  a  mountain  range 
that  was  virtually  a  desert  in  the  tops 
of  the  mountains;  and  he  was  able  to 
gaze  upon  that  uninviting  place  and 
say  with  a  knowledge  revealed  to  him, 
"  This  is  the  place."  In  this  place,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  he  and  the  Saints 
built  a  city,  a  city  which  has  become 
famous  the  world  over,  a  memorial  to 
the  revelation  of  Almighty  God  to  his 
chosen  people.  And  in  this  city,  from 
that  time  to  this,  there  has  presided  a 
Prophet  of  God,  a  man  upon  the  earth 
who  has  the  favour  of  revelation  to 
guide  his  hand  in  the  direction  of  His 
people;  and  through  the  mists  of  in- 
iquity and  tribulation  of  these  days  of 
woe  comes  the  word  of  our  Lord:  "DENY 
NOT  THE  SPIRIT  OF  REVELATION, 
NOR  THE  SPIRIT  OF  PROPHECY,  FOR 
WOE  UNTO  HIM  THAT  DENIETH 
THESE  THINGS." 


(Continued  from  page  18) 
wonderful  stories;  it  may  be  merely  carelessness  in  speech,  the  reckless  use  of 
words;  it  may  be  acquisitiveness  that  makes  lying  the  handmaid  of  theft.    But 
if,  in  the  life  of  the  child  or  the  adult,  the  symptom  be  made  to  reveal  the 
disease,  and  that  be  treated,  truth  reasserts  itself  and  moral  health  is  restored." 

The  foundation  of  our  civilization  and  democratic  way  of  life  is  being 
undermined  both  from  within  and  without,  by  the  vicious  elements  of  suspicion 
and  doubt.  Too  many  men  in  positions  of  leadership  in  business,  society  and 
government  are  willing  to  sell  their  heritage  and  honour  for  a  "mess  of  potage." 
When  they  are  confronted  with  a  decision  involving  truth  and  popularity;  truth 
takes  a  back  seat  so  that  personal  pride  can  be  satisfied.  The  man  who  lies  to 
save  a  sixpence,  merely  proclaims  that  he  esteems  the  sixpence  more  than  he 
does  his  honour. 

Doctor  Karl  G.  Maeser,  the  first  President  of  the  Brigham  Young  University, 
was  in  the  habit  of  asking  young  men  who  came  in  to  enroll  if  they  would  give 
their  word  of  honour  to  observe  the  regulations  of  the  institution  while  they 
were  in  attendance.  A  young  man  once  asked  him,  "What  does  that  mean?" 
The  venerable  teacher  then  replied,  "I  will  illustrate.  I  may  be  penned  up  in  a 
cave  in  the  very  heart  of  a  mountain,  and  yet  think  of  a  time  coming  when, 
under  the  hammer-strokes  of  heat  and  cold,  water  and  wind,  the  mountain  may 
be  washed  away,  and  I  be  at  liberty  to  go.  I  can  imagine  myself  caged  in  an  iron 
cell,  with  walls  ten  feet  thick,  and  with  a  door  of  equal  thickness  bolted,  locked 
and  soldered.  Still  I  can  hope  for  the  day  when  the  rust  shall  eat  down  the 
walls  of  my  prison  and  I  escape.  But  if  I  draw  a  chalk-line  of  promise  around 
me  and  give  my  word  of  honour  that  I  will  not  cross  it,  I  can  never  hope  to 
escape  with  that  promise  unfulfilled." 

Such  should  be  the  aim  of  every  true  Latter-day  Saint;  to  draw  a  chalk-line 
of  promise,  and  covenant  with  the  Lord  to  keep  His  commandments. 

May  our  goals  in  life  be  of  the  highest,  and  may  we  win  the  respect  of  others 
by  adhering  to  principles  of  truth  and  right,  for  the  arrow  of  truth  is  the  only 
weapon  that  will  pierce  the  armour  of  unrighteousness  and  free  us  from  sin  and 
subjection  to  the  Dowers  of  evil  MISSION    PRESIDENCY 


28 


CUMORAHS   SOUTHERN    MESSENGER 


February.    1052. 


District 
Highlights  .  .  . 


CAPE    DISTRICT 

District  President:  Brother  Alvin  Park, 

"St.   George's  Villa,"  Forest  Road, 

Rondebosch. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Brother  Daniel  A. 
Cherrett,  14  Serpentine,  Pinelands. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

Special  New  Year's  talks  were  given 
by  Sister  Yvonne  Enslin  van  Rhyn  and 
President  Dan  Cherrett  at  the  Sacra- 
ment Meeting  on  December  30th.  Both 
of  these  speakers  delivered  messages  of 
hope  and  goodwill  for  the  coming  year. 

The  M.I.A.  group  had  a  picnic  lined 
up  for  "  Second  New  Year's  Day."  Every- 
body gathered  at  "  Cumorah  "  bright 
and  early  on  the  morning  of  a  very 
beautiful  day.  The  picnic  was  held  at 
Crown  Forest  and  if  peeling  noses  and 
bright  complexions  were  the  signs  of  a 
good  time,  none  could  complain  of  the 
time  they  had  on  this  occasion. 

The  first  Elders  to  return  from  the 
Convention  arrived  back  in  Cape  Town 
on  New  Year's  Day.  They  have  all  re- 
turned full  of  enthusiasm  for  the  plans 
that  were  put  forward  up  there  and  are 
certainly  back  on  the  job  full  of  vim 
and  vigour. 

Sister  Leonora  Zinn  has  just  recovered 
from  a  bout  of  'flu.  Brother  Eric  Jakins 
is  ill  in  hospital,  as  is  Mr.  Freimond 
(husband  of  Sister  Maatjie  Freimond). 
Sister  Rita  de  Roock  and  husband. 
Pierre,  are  at  a  rest-farm  in  Piketberg, 
where  Pierre  is  recuperating  after  his 
recent  severe  illness.  We  pray  earnestly 
that  our  Heavenly  Father  will  soon  re- 
store these  dear  ones  to  their  usual 
health  and  strength. 

Sister  Orton  paid  us  a  visit  from 
Johannesburg,  and  Brother  Kenneth 
Muir  was  present  when  his  ship  was  at 
Cape  Town.  We  do  love  to  greet  all 
members  who  come  this  way,  however 
short  a  while  they  may  be  staying. 

Sister  Hilda  Dyason,  her  husband  and 
Margaret  have  returned  from  a  holiday 


spent  at  Gordon's  Bay.  Several  of  the 
very  young  fry  have  been  away  from 
town  during  the  school  holidays.  We 
hope  that  they  have  all  had  the  time 
of  their  young  lives. 

Sisters  Eileen  and  Ursula  King  are 
leaving  Cape  Town  for  their  home  in 
Salisbury  at  the  end  of  January.  It 
has  been  nice  having  these  sisters  here 
long  enough  to  get  to  know  them. 

Brother  John  Meyer  spent  a  few  days 
in  our  city,  when  he  passed  through  on 
his  way  to  Salt  Lake  City.  He  was 
travelling  on  the  same  ship  as  Elders 
Moss  and  Young,  who  have  completed 
a  successful  mission  in  South  Africa. 

Elders  Martin  and  Whiting  were 
others  who  left  us  for  their  own  homes 
during  this  first  month  of  the  New 
Year. 

January  has  not  been  an  exciting 
month,  but  we  have  managed  to  do  a 
few  things  and  to  get  quite  a  lot  of 
enjoyment  in  doing  them,  and  we  feel 
like  "  lions  refreshed  "  as  we  get  ready 
to  tackle  the  new  tasks  that  await  us 
in  the  course  of  1952. 

On  December  21st  Brother  and  Sister 
Lawrie  of  Green  Point  celebrated  their 
golden  wedding  anniversary;  we  wish 
them  many  more  happy  years  together. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Sister  Edith  Myers 
back  at  the  Cape,  and  hope  that  she 
will  enjoy  the  time  that  she  is  to  spend 
down  here. 

Brother  and  Sister  Sawyer,  with  Sister 
Schroeder  and  Pieter  Nel,  paid  us  a  visit 
from  the  Transvaal.  We  are  always  very 
glad  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  mem- 
bers from  other  parts  of  the  Union,  for 
we  feel  that  we  are  just  welcoming  some 
more  of  the  family  in  our  midst.  We 
trust  that  these  good  people  enjoyed 
their  stay  down  here. 

Brother  and  Sister  Kehl  have  been 
on  holiday  to  Johannesburg.  These 
vacations  have  done  them  both  good. 

Brothers  Bernie  Rayner,  Jimmy  Vigus 
and  Dick  Ninow  have  been  on  a  trip  to 
Johannesburg.  They  arrived  in  the 
"  Golden  City  "  in  time  for  the  Conven- 
tion, and  they  are  all  agreed  that  this 
was  the  best  holiday  ever.  They  are 
back  home  now,  and  busily  engaged  in 
showing  us  what  they  learned  of  "square 
dancing." 

Sister  May  Rayner  has  recently  re- 
turned after  a  holiday  spent  at  "  Eight 
Bells,"  near  Mossel  Bay. 
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Sister  Violet  Joliffe  has  returned 
after  her  recent  operation,  and  we  are 
all  pleased  to  see  her  looking  so  well. 

Sister  Nicholls,  her  husband,  Clive, 
and  Denise  are  just  completing  their 
vacation  at  the  Cape,  where  they  have 
been  staying  with  Brother  and  Sister 
Hubert. 

The  first  speakers  for  the  year  were 
Brother  Alvin  Park  and  Sister  B.  Smith, 
who  spoke  at  the  evening  meeting  on 
January  6th. 

Square  dancing  has  captured  the 
Cape  members  just  as  it  has  taken  the 
other  centres  by  storm.  President 
Hudson  is  our  "  caller,"  and  the  Elders 
have*  formed  a  band  that  should  be  the 
envy  of  many  dance  halls.  After  a  few 
sessions  of  square  dancing  at  "  Cumo- 
rah,"  the  M.I.A.  members  gave  a  demon- 
stration at  the  Gordon's  Institute  on 
January  22nd.  Everybody  is  keen  and 
there  should  be  many  evenings  spent 
in  this  recreation  when  the  winter 
comes  upon  us  —  of  course,  by  that 
time  all  of  us  should  be  experts. 

BELLVILLE   BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Nicholas   Goosen, 
"  Zerin,"  Mayville  Road,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Dorathea  Storey. 

The  members  of  the  Branch  wish  to 
thank  Brother  Halse  for  lending  them 
his  lorry  while  he  and  his  family  were 
on  holiday.  The  loan  of  the  lorry  en- 
abled all  of  us  to  go  camping  over  the 
New  Year  holidays.  We  would  also  like 
to  thank  Brother  Eric  Jakins  for  making 
the  camping  possible  by  supplying  tents. 
We  had  a  very  enjoyable  time  swim- 
ming, walking  and  sleeping. 

We  welcome  the  Halse  family  back 
to  the  Branch  after  being  away  for  con- 
vention and  their  holiday. 

Our  prayers  have  been  for  Brother 
Eric  Jakins,  who  has  been  seriously  ill 
in  hospital.  We  believe  that  he  wiil  be 
home  again  to-day,  the  24th  of  January, 
but  will  have  to  undergo  medical  treat- 
ment. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch   President:    Elder  Floyd   E. 

Trimble,  164  Voortrekker  Road, 

Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 

Reported  by  Pat  Murphy. 

We  have  missed  the  Spear  family 
while  thev  were  on  their  holiday  at  East 


London,  and  are  glad  to  have  them  back 
in  our  midst  again.  We  welcome  Elder 
Peterson  into  our  Branch  and  hope  that 
he  will  be  happy  in  his  work  here. 

Brother  Richard  Ninow  from  Cape 
Town  is  training  at  the  military  camp 
here,  and  we  hope  to  see  him  at  our 
meeting  from  now  on. 

Priesthood  and  Relief  Society  meet- 
ings have  begun  again  after  being  in 
recess.  We  are  still  trying  to  raise  money 
for  our  new  chapel,  and  in  the  mean- 
time we  have  decided  to  meet  in  the 
City  Hall  until  we  have  our  own  build- 
ing. 

PORT  ELIZABETH  BRANCH 
Branch  President:  Elder  Rodney  T. 
Clark,    81    Hudson    Street,    Newton 
Park,  Port  Elizabeth,  C.P. 
Reported  by  Enid   Griffith 
We  were  very  happy  to  have  so  many 
of   the  Saints   from   Rhodesia   with   us 
over  the  holidays  and  in  attendance  at 
our  meetings.    We  are  pleased  to  report 
that  Sister  Van  de  Walt  has  made   a 
wonderful  recovery  after  her  operation 
and  we  hope  to  have  her  home  again 
soon.    Brother  R.  K.  F.  Doller  is  still  ill 
and  we  hope  that  he  will  soon  be  well 
enough    to    mingle    in    our    gatherings 
again;  his  faithfulness  has  been  an  in- 
spiration to  all  of  us. 

On  the  19th  a  picnic  was  held  on  the 
Humewood  beach.  The  evening  was 
spent  in  playing  games  and  everyone 
had  a  happy  time. 

Conference  was  held  on  the  24th  and 
we  were  happy  to  have  had  President 
and  Sister  Wright  with  us,  who  gave 
us  wonderful  words  of  counsel  and 
advice. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 
Branch  President:   Elder  M.  G.  McKay. 
21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban,  Natal. 
Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn. 
The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Service 
programme  was  an  excellent  one  with 
the  little  people  playing  their  parts  as 
well  as  ever.    Vocal  numbers  were  ren- 
dered by  the  Junior  Choir,  and  excep- 
tional talks  were  given  pertaining  to  the 
Festive  Season. 

Our  first  Conference  of  the  new  year 
was  held  on  the  14th  of  January.  It 
was  a  pleasure  as  always  to  have  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Wright  in  attendance 
and  to  have  them  counsel  us  at  the 
start  of  another  year. 
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On  the  8th  of  January,  Elder  Burten- 
shaw  celebrated  his  21st  birthday  at  a 
surprise  party  given  him  by  the  Branch 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Hancock. 

On  the  10th  of  January  Sister 
Sweeney  and  her  husband  celebrated 
their  25th  wedding  anniversary.  We 
extend  to  them  our  warmest  wishes  for 
many  more  happy  years  together. 

The  Holiday  Season  has  drawn  many 
members  to  our  fair  city  of  late.  Brother 
and  Sister  Schubach  were  the  first 
visitors,  then  Brother  and  Sister  Sawyer 
and  their  nephew  Peter,  also  Sister  Alma 
Schroeder  of  Florida,  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Ganter  and  their  son  Bruno  of 
Johannesburg.  It  was  a  pleasure  to 
say  "  Welcome  Home  "  to  Brother  John 
Meyer  for  a  few  days,  also  to  Elders 
Heilbut  and  Wursten,  who  laboured  here 
once.  They  were  accompanied  by  Elders 
Moss  and  Young.  A  farewell  party  was 
given  these  latter  five  people  by  Brother 
and  Sister  Henning. 

Elders  Whiting,  Baxter  and  Martin 
paid  us  a  flying  visit  on  their  way  home 
via  the  East  Coast.  Elder  Reynolds,  who 
has  laboured  here  for  some  time,  sailed 
with  them,  and  we  wish  them  all  a 
happy  journey  home. 

Brother  Burden  is  on  our  sick  list  this 
month.  He  is  in  hospital  with  a  back 
complaint,  and  we  pray  that  he  may 
have  a  speedy  recovery. 

NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH 
Branch  President:  William  H.  Brummer, 
37  Alberts  Road,  Newlands,  Johannes- 
burg, Transvaal. 

Reported  by  Janetta  E.  S.  Brummer. 

We  are  thankful  for  having  had  Presi- 
dent, Sister  Wright  and  the  family, 
Brother  Wilson,  all  of  the  missionaries, 
and  the  Halse  family  here  in  Johannes- 
burg at  Christmas  time.  It  was  wonder- 
ful to  have  had  the  convention  here  at 
"  Ramah  "  for  the  first  time.  The  meet- 
ings were  very  inspiring  and  it  was  good 
to  see  the  missionaries  giving  such  won- 
derful talks.  We  are  thankful  to  them, 
and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  bless  them 
at  all  times. 

The  McKnight  family  left  for  Durban 
on  their  holiday.  All  of  the  Saints  here 
are  well  and  happy. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Gary  C.  Peck, 

52  Frere  Road,  East  London. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen. 


We  were  all  very  glad  to  have  the 
Elders  back  with  us  again  after  being 
away  at  Convention,  and  were  especially 
happy  to  welcome  into  our  midst  Elder 
Rasmussen.  We  hope  that  he  will  enjoy 
his  stay  here  and  that  his  labours  will 
be  crowned  with  success. 

The  East  London  Branch  was  hon- 
oured with  a  visit  from  President  and 
Sister  Wright,  Barbara  Jean,  Douglas 
and  Jerry  during  the  month.  It  was 
lovely  to  have  them  with  us  again  and 
to  have  President  and  Sister  Wright 
address  us  at  our  Conference  which  was 
held  on  the  20th.  At  the  morning  ses- 
sion of  our  Conference,  President  Wright 
conferred  the  Priesthood  on  Brother  C. 
Krull.  For  a  small  Branch  such  as  ouri 
this  is  an  important  event,  and  we  were 
all  very  thrilled  about  it  and  happy  for 
Brother  Krull's  sake.  We  pray  that  he 
will  continue  to  serve  the  Lord  as  dili- 
gently and  faithfully  as  he  has  done  in 
the  past. 

On  the  19th  a  social  was  held  at  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Booysen,  which  was  at- 
tended by  President  Wright  and  family. 
President  had  brought  his  wire-recorder 
along  together  with  a  selection  of  re- 
cordings by  the  old  "  Cumorah  Quartet." 
These  beautifully  rendered  songs  were 
not  only  greatly  enjoyed  by  all,  but  also 
brought  back  many  happy  memories  of 
those  fine  lads  who  were  so  much  loved 
and  admired  wherever  they  went. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Elder    Quinton 
Palmer,  38  Baines  Avenue,  Salis- 
bury, S.R. 

Reported  by  Hugh  H.  Hodgkiss. 

As  the  Sunday  school  had  run  such 
a  successful  children's  Christmas  party, 
and  the  accompanying  adults  had  en- 
joyed themselves  so  much,  it  was  de- 
cided to  hold  a  New  Year's  party  by  the 
Sunday  School  Superintendency  for  the 
adult  members  and  friends.  Sister 
Rickson  very  kindly  offered  her  home 
for  the  party  on  January  5th  and  ap- 
proximately twenty  members  and 
friends  gathered  for  a  very  jolly  even- 
ing. Brother  Hugh  was  M.C.,  and  it 
was  one  long  game  after  the  other  with 
just  a  short  break  for  refreshments,  also 
supplied  by  Sister  Rickson.  A  good  time 
was  had  by  all. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  Sister 
SomerviP.e  back  from  her  visit  to  the 
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Cape.  Her  absence  has  been  very 
noticeable,  and  we  all  hope  she  will  soon 
be  well  enough  to  once  more  partake  in 
the  branch  activities. 

A  hearty  welcome  was  extended  by 
the  members  to  the  return  of  Elder 
Ellsworth  and  also  to  his  companion, 
Elder  Sherwood,  who  flew  in  from 
Johannesburg  this  week-end  to  lead 
two  more  large  square  dancing  even- 
ings in  town.  It  is  really  fine  to  see 
these  two  experts  at  work  on  the  stage, 
and  the  cries  of  delight  and  satisfaction 
that  go  up  from  the  crowd  are  worth 
hearing.  We  are  hoping  to  continue 
square  dancing  and  make  a  regular 
feature  of  it,  to  help  raise  funds  for  the 
new  chapel. 

A  Book  of  Mormon  was  presented  to 
Sir  John  Kennedy,  Governor  of  South- 
ern Rhodesia,  by  Elder  Ellsworth  on  be- 
half of  President  Wright  on  Saturday 
evening  at  a  square-dancing  session 
held  at  Government  House  at  the  in- 
vitation of  Sir  John  and  Lady  Kennedy. 
Much  interest  was  shown  by  their  Excel- 
lencies in  the  dress  and  instruments  of 
the  team  that  went  to  Government 
House  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was 
had  by  all.  When  Sir  John  Kennedy 
was  presented  with  the  Book  of  Mormon 
he  informed  Elder  Ellsworth  that  he 
knew  the  history  of  the  Church,  but  as 
yet  had  not  read  the  Book,  but  now  he 
had  this  copy  he  most  surely  would  do 
so.  He  ended  by  inviting  the  square- 
dancing  team  to  return  again  to  Gov- 
ernment House  at  a  later  date. 

At  the  same  time  as  the  Government 
House  visit,  Elder  Palmer  took  his  team 
out  to  outlying  villages  where  requests 
had  been  received  for  dancing.  It  en- 
tailed a  stay  of  a  day,  which  was  put 
to  good  use  in  spreading  the  Gospel 
and  work  of  the  Church. 

TRANSVAAL   DISTRICT 

District   President:    George   C.   Ganter, 
132  Stanhope  Road,  Malvern  East, 
Johannesburg. 
RAMAH    BRANCH 
Branch  President:  Elder  Garth  V.  Hall, 
395  Commissioner  Street,  Fairview, 
Johannesburg. 
Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark. 
Now  that  the  Elders'  Convention  has 
ended   and   the   missionaries   have   re- 
turned to  their  different  fields  of  labour 


the  Ramah  members  are  missing  the 
large  attendance  at  meetings  and  ex- 
press the  hope  that  Convention  will  be 
held  again  soon  in  Johannesburg. 

Branch  Conference  was  held  at 
Ramah  on  the  6th  of  January,  when 
inspiring  talks  and  singing  were  fea- 
tures of  the  services.  During  the  even- 
ing session  the  former  Branch  Presi- 
dency were  released  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  and  new  officers  were  sustained. 
The  new  Branch  President  is  Elder 
Garth  V.  Hall,  with  Brother  Fred  Ninow 
Jnr.  as  First  Counsellor  and  Brother 
Hans  Rohde  as  Second  Counsellor.  Elder 
Delos  Ellsworth  will  undertake  the 
duties  of  Branch  Clerk,  and  Sister 
Thelma  Ninow  will  act  as  Assistant 
Clerk.  The  Auxiliaries  have  been  re- 
officered  and  now  the  Sunday  School 
Superintendent  will  be  Brother  Vincent 
Ganter,  the  Y.W.M.I.A.  President  will 
be  Sister  Yvonne  Matthews  with  Brother 
Alec  Provich  as  President  of  the 
Y.M.M.I.A.  Sister  Ann  Ganter  will  con- 
tinue to  act  as  Relief  Society  President, 
while  Sister  Macadams  will  guide  the 
Primary. 

The  retiring  Branch  Presidency  ex- 
pressed their  appreciation  of  the  co- 
operation and  help  they  had  received 
from  fellow-officers  and  members,  and 
offered  their  support  to  the  new  Branch 
Presidency.  The  latter  gave  a  social  in 
honour  of  Brother  Donly  and  his  coun- 
sellors, Brother  A.  Phipson  and  Brother 
E.  Tewson,  on  Tuesday,  the  15th  of 
January,  at  which  members  enjoyed 
games  and  entertainment. 

In  order  to  raise  funds  for  the  Build- 
ing Fund  the  missionaries  are  continu- 
ing to  sponsor  square  dancing  in  pre- 
paration for  the  "  Heo-down "  in  the 
City  Hall  on  the  26th  of  January.  Elder 
Ellsworth  and  Elder  Sherwood  have 
spent  much  time  and  effort  in  acquaint- 
ing members  and  friends  with  the 
various  routines  and  have  received  good 
support  from  the  Press  and  various  local 
bodies  which  have  invited  the  elders  to 
instruct  groups  and  give  demonstrations. 

The  local  members  have  been  invited 
to  fast  and  pray  on  Monday,  the  28th 
of  January,  when  an  important  inter- 
view takes  place  between  Mr.  Sayce,  the 
Architect  of  the  new  Chapel,  the  Build- 
ing Committee  and  an  official  of  the 
Townships  Board,  when  the  final  con- 
sent is  hoped  to  be  given  to  us  to  go 
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ahead  with  our  building  plans.  The 
Saints  are  wholeheartedly  behind  the 
Building  Committee  and  their  faith  in 
the  Lord  is  strong,  and  we  feel  that  the 
ground-breaking  ceremony  will  soon 
take  place  on  our  beautiful  site  in  Jan 
Smuts  Avenue. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  Hugo,  51  Athlone 
Avenue,  Strubenvale,  Springs. 

Reported  by  Nola  Troskie. 

On  December  21st  the  Sunday  School 
gave  their  annual  Christmas  Tree  Party. 
It  was  very  well  attended,  in  spite  of 
the  rainy  weather.  The  children  had  a 
short  programme  of  plays  and  folk 
dancing  before  the  presentation  of 
presents  and  refreshments.  The  Sunday 
School  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
success  of  this  party. 

Sister  Gert  Stemmet  has  been  down 
to  the  Cape  for  a  month's  holiday  and 
is  now  back  with  us  again.  Unfortu- 
nately she  had  to  come  home  to   the 


news  that  there  had  been  a  minor  burg- 
lary of  her  home.  Brother  Joe  Stemmet 
seemed  to  suffer  the  loss  here  in  the 
line  of  his  clothing. 

With  the  new  year  starting  the  Branch 
Presidency  has  been  changed.  To 
Brother  Reaford  Futter  and  his  out- 
going councillors  we  say  "  Thank  you 
for  the  work  and  guidance  given  us  in 
the  past  year."  To  the  new  Branch 
Presidency  and  officers  we  wish  all  the 
co-operation  and  success  that  they  may 
reap  from  holding  office  in  the  work 
of  Our  Lord. 

On  Sunday,  December  23rd,  the  Sun- 
day School  sponsored  a  special  Christ- 
mas programme.  It  certainly  was  lovely 
to  watch  and  listen  to  the  junior  mem- 
bers of  the  Sunday  School  do  their  bit. 

Brother  Ronnie  Louw  came  home 
from  hospital  a  little  before  Christmas 
and  improved  so  rapidly  that  the  doctors 
are  very  pleased  as  well  as  amazed.  It 
is  good  to  have  Brother  Ronnie  out  doing 
Church  work  again. 


SERVICES  HELD  IN  THE  SOUTH  AFRICA  MISSION 


Mowbray  Branch, 

Cor.  Main  and  Grove  Rds. 

Mowbray,  Cape. 

Sunday  School     10.30. 

Sacrament      Meeting    7.00 


Bellville  Branch, 
"Zerin,"  Mayville  Street, 
Kingston  Estate, 
Bellville,  C.P. 

Sunday  School  10.00 

Sacrament      Meeting    6.00 


Epping  Garden  Sunday 

School, 

19,  Saldanha  Road, 

Epping  Garden,  C.P. 

Sunday  School  10.00 

Port  Elizabeth  Branch, 
Sons  or  England  Hall, 
Bingley  Street, 
Port  Elizabeth,  C.P. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting    7.00 


East  London  Branch, 
Boy  Scout  Hall, 
Fleet  Street. 

Sunday  School  

Sacrament      Meeting 


Durban  Branch, 

Scottish  Masonic  Temple, 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting     7.00 

Raman  Branch, 

395,  Commissioner  Street, 

Fairview,  Johannesburg. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting    7.30 

Springs  Branch, 
Masonic  Hall. 

Sunday  School    10.15 

Sacrament      Meeting    7.00 

Northwestern  Branch. 
159  Kemp  Ave., 
Waterfall  Estate. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting    5.00 


Pretoria  Branch, 
Pretoria  Ladies'  Club, 
Sanlam  Building. 

10.00      Sunday  School  10.15 

7.30      Sacrament      Meeting    7.00 

Krugersdorp  Branch, 
Boy  Scout  Hall, 
Cor.  Boshoff  and 
Von  Brandis  St. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting    7.00 

Bloemfontein  Branch, 
City  Hall, 
Bloemfontein. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting    7.30 

Luanshya  Branch, 
56  "Z"  Avenue, 
Northern  Rhodesia. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting     7.00 

Vereeniging   Branch, 
Sons  of  England  Hall, 
Vereeniging,  Tvl. 

Sunday  School     10.30 

Sacrament      Meeting     7.30 
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